15th Century Italian Barzalletta

 (song)

Ayo Visto Lo Mappamundi

The 15th century was the birth of the Renaissance. It was a time of exploration, learning, and discovery. It was the time of Christopher Columbus and Marco Polo. For the first time maps of the known world were circulating through the courts of Europe and firing the imagination of the average man. The song Ayo Visto Lo Mappamundi was born from that romantic time of voyages and adventure. This particular song is about the beauty of Sicily, or rather, three Sicilies. The first is the island of Sicily, the second is St. Cecilio, and the third is the beautiful woman Cecilia. This song was popular in the Aragonese court of Naples around 1450 and can be found in Ferdinand's library, the remains of which are stored in the Seville Cathedral. 

I will be singing this song a cappella in the original Italian, which I found is quite different from modern Italian. I first heard this song performed by The Wild Oats, as arranged by the Waverly Consort. That is the version I will be singing as well. On the copy of the words it says the song is by Barzalletta. This confounded me for the longest time until I found reference to a barzalletta = a frottola. It seems that someone must have made a mistake while transcribing. All other references to this song indicate that it was written by the most prolific artisan of all, Anonymous. Once I found that barzalletta was a style of frottola I was able to classify the type of song it was and get much further in my research. The 15th century was also a time when music was breaking away from the monophonic allegorical Gregorian chant style of the 13th century and developing into secular polyphony (multiple voices). I was confused because this song was secular and monophonic. At least it didn't seem to be written for more than one voice. The term frottola covers almost all Italian secular poetic forms of the period. These songs were very popular in court and at the weddings of the rich and noble. Very often they were improvisational, which is only really suitable for one voice. Once I learned all of this my confusion dissipated. A frottola could have been written by a professional frottolist, who would have composed both words and music. However layman, priest, noble, and commoner alike could also have written a frottola. In these cases the frottola was usually a poem set to a popular tune, or could be sent to a professional frottolist to set to music. 
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Ayo Visto Lo Mappamundi

Category : Bardic

By, Dame Kendra Finster McFadyen de McDonnon
Ayo visto lo mappamundi

by Barzelletta

As arranged by the Waverly Consort
Songs From the Age of Discovery
c. 1450

PRIVATE
Ayo visto lo mappamundi
É la carta de naviguari,
Ma Xixilia me pari
La più bella d'aquesto mundi.

Tre Xixilia son no piùi;
Tota tri son coronati:
Rey Alfonso n té la duy,
Citrafarum et Ultrafarum.
La terç a no lo calendari.
Non xe parla de la quarta
Que non xe trobar en carta.
E venuta del otro mundi.

Vidi Corcega e Serdenya,
E la isola de Medeya;
Non sia nullo qui m'ensenya
Cipra, Candia, la Moreya,
Ay xercato con la galleya
La nov'isola de Castella;
Ma Xixilia è tanto bella,
Que pensando me confundi.

Ayo visto lo mappamundi
É la carta de naviguari,
Ma Xixilia me pari
La più bella d'aquesto mundi.

I have seen the map of the world
And the charts used by navigators,
But I think Sicily
Most beautiful in this world.

There are three Sicilies, no more,
And all three are crowned;
King Alphonse holds two:
Citrafaro and Ultrafaro.
The third is on the calendar.
Do not speak of the fourth,
Which is on no map.
You get there in another world.

I have seen Corsica and Sardinia,
And the island of Medea.
I've experienced them all, 
Cyprus, Candia and Morea.
In the galleys I have searched out
The new islands of Castile;
But Sicily is so beautiful
That my mind is confounded.

I have seen the map of the world
And the charts used by navigators,
But I think Sicily
Most beautiful in this world.

